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Newsletter Highlights

�  Halloween Parade
�  Reflections

The Weeks Ahead
Ice Cream Social
Sat., October 14, 2:30-4:30pm
Picture Day
Thurs., Oct 19
MSTA Convention – School Closed
Fri., October 20
Halloween Parade
Tues., October 31, 2:00pm
Committee Chairs Meeting
Wed., November 1, 9:00am
PTA Meeting
Wed., November 1, 7:00pm
Assessment Day – School Closed
Mon., November 6
Election Day – School Closed
Tues., November 7

President’s Message
It was nice to see the new faces at
our first morning PTA meeting. We
are looking forward to seeing
everyone at the Ice Cream Social.  A
big thank you is in order to Liz Neave
and Amy Nozemack for working so
hard on this event. The Book Fair has
been a great success so far. The
Book Fair will conclude on Saturday
but everyone will have a chance to
browse and shop for books and
educational items during the Ice
Cream Social.  Thank you, Anne
Giza, for yet another successful Book
Fair.                            -Robbie Stout

Sparks Has Talent!
Contributions to the Direct Donation
campaign (“Sparks has Talent!”)
continue to increase!  We have
collected over $20,000 and more than
half of our parents have donated so

far.  We need to reach our goal of
$28,000 in the next 2 months, so we
do not need to launch an additional
fundraising effort.  If you are holding
your contribution because you are
waiting for Matching Gifts information
from your employer, we can follow up
with that.  Simply send in your
contribution with your completed
Direct Donation form (if you don’t
have one, there will be plenty of forms
at the Ice Cream Social), and we’ll
take care of getting the paperwork in
order.

Please support the following
businesses, which have contributed to
Sparks' Direct Donation campaign by
advertising in our Sparks' 2006-2007
Student and Business Roster:
The Goddard School, Hunt Valley
Motor Coach, Rock Tops, Design
Factory Tees, Dr. Sandra Kohn-
Dentistry for Kids, Dr. Sandra Selnick-
Sparks Valley Dentistry, Frankel Auto,
Graul's, Pearle Vison-Hunt Valley
Centre, Dr.Tracy Bowden-Pediatric
Dentist, Baltimore Trading Company,
Tastefully Simple-Kelly Rodier, Robert
Suls-Attorney, Peggy Stouffer-
OB./GYN., Cyrus Hamidi-MD.,
Charles Waechter- Attorney, The
Merry Painter, Three Sisters Design,
The Baron, metaannmedia, Argonne
International-Marie Dias, Shear
Country Styling, Mt. Carmel
Pharmacy, Jenkins Funeral Home,
and FX Studios.

Congratulations to Gina and Jim
Baker, who won a gift certificate to
Ginza Japanese Steak House.
Thanks to Ginza, The Manor Tavern,
The Milton Inn, The Oregon Grille,
Liberatore's and Christopher Daniel
for supporting our campaign through
their generous donations.

We are again “rolling out the red
carpet” at our Ice Cream Social and
hope to see you there!  If you have
not yet donated, please bring your
donation on Saturday.  Once again,
we will be drawing a name to win a
very generous gift certificate –this
time from The Oregon Grille.  This
drawing will include all our families
that have donated to date (you need
not be present to win).  We are asking
for an $80 donation to the Direct
Donation campaign, but we applaud
any amount you can give.  Remember
that 100% of this money stays at the
school to fund many of the special
programs offered by Sparks.

Each Friday in school we have been
updating the children with our results
as well as enjoying live performances
that highlight the various talents that
so many of our children possess.
Last Friday we pulled a name out of a
basket to win a piece of Spirit Wear
and we enjoyed a delightful tune from
a fifth grade student.

Thank you for sharing your gifts to
help nurture theirs.
Kellie Huffman & Ann Mooney
Direct Donation Co-chairs



Student Council
Congratulations to the students who
will be leading our Student Council
this year!

Recycling
Thanks to the many people who have
sent in old cell phones and ink
cartridges for recycling. We also
recycle paper in the school. You can
send in old magazines or newspapers
with your child. We do get $$$ for our
Environmental Education program for
these items. The bins are in the lobby.
Thanks for your help!

Reflections
Do you want your kids to express
their thoughts and feelings while still
having FUN? Reflections is great way
for children to express themselves
through the arts. Whatever your
child’s talent may be- Reflections can
provide a positive outlet for their
creative energies. Consider this year's
PTA Reflections program theme: My
Favorite Place... ! The deadline for
entries is Nov-10. For more
information or for a Reflections Entry
Packet visit www.sparkspta.org or
contact Kelly Tannian at
tannianhouse@comcast.net.

Profile: Mrs. Chaney
Sparks Elementary is happy to
welcome art teacher, Stephanie
Chaney.  Here are some interesting
facts about Mrs. Chaney to help you
get to know her a little better.

Hometown:  Hampstead, MD
Family:  Husband Scott, Son
Donovan, Daughter Erin
Pet:  Grotto the greyhound
Hobbies:  Scrapbooking
Favorite Food:  Anything sweet!
Favorite Color:  Yellow
Favorite Team:  Ravens
Favorite Film:  Mr Holland's Opus
Favorite Children's Book:  The Polar
Express by Chris Van Allsburg
Favorite Childhood Memory:  Every
Christmas

Pitch In and Help!
The next Sparks Pitch In and Help
Day will be from 9am-12pm on
Saturday, November 18th. All are
welcome to come. We will be
mulching, eradicating invasive native
plants, putting up bird boxes, and
more. It may be cold but we will
provide hot chocolate and coffee!
Please email Pokey Fair at
egoffigon@bcps.org if you can come
or return the form from the parent
newsletter. If you aren’t sure and find
you can come later, just drop by.
Bring your middle school or high
school student for service hours!

Kid Movie Night
Kids, do you need a night away from
your parents to just hang out with your
friends and watch a movie? Parents,
does a night of freedom before the
busy holiday season sound like fun to
you? If so, then the Sparks PTA has
just the thing for you – Kid Movie
Night / Parent Night Out on Friday,
November 17th from 6:00PM until
8:30PM in the Sparks Cafeteria.
Under the close supervision of 40+
volunteers, kids will be enjoying pizza
and popcorn while watching a top new
movie release on the big screen. Kids
will be voting during homeroom for
the feature presentation to be shown.
The admission fee is $5.00 per child
or $10.00 per family. We will also be
collecting canned goods at the
registration table for needy families
this holiday season, so please bring a
canned item to share. We are in need
of volunteer parents, middle or high
school students to help. The children
of parent volunteers will be admitted
free.  To volunteer or for more info
contact Vandy Harman at
VandyHarman@hotmail.com.

The Sparks Elementary PTA wishes
you a happy and safe Halloween!


